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SUB J : SEPTEMBER 1 MILITARY PARADE 

1. EMBOFF ATTENDED SEPTEMBER 1 MILITARY PARADE 
WHICH ALSO TELEVISED LOCALLY. PARADE WAS DISPLAY 
OF INTERESTINGLY INTERNATIONAL ARRAY OF EQUIPMENT. 
SOVIET SA-2 ''GUIDELINE'' AND SA-3 "GOA'' ANTIAIRCRAFT 
MISSILES AND FRENCH "CROTALE" ANTIAIRCRAFT MISSILES 
WERE THE MOST MODERN EQUIPMENT DISPLAYED. ITALIAN 
MANUFACTURED, U.S. DESIGNED, M-113 PERSONNEL 
CARRIERS AND SELF-PROPELLED HOWITZERS WERE THE 
NEWEST GROUND EQUIPMENT ON DISPLAY. OTHER SOVIET 
EQUIPMENT WHICH EMBOFFS WERE ABLE TO IDENTIFY WERE 
BTR-60 PERSONNEL CARRIERS, BTR-40 AMPHIBIOUS SCOUT 
CARS WITH LAUNCHING PLATFORMS FOR AT-3 "SAGGER" ANTI- 
TANK MISSILES. M-1967 ARMORED INFANTRY VEHICLES WITH 
"SAGGER" AT-3S MOUNTED ATOP 76 MM MAIN ARAMENT, 

T-54 AND T-55 TAKS, ZSU-234 MM TRUCK-TOWED HOWITZERS 
120 MM TRUCK-TOWED MORTARS AND ATS TRACKED ARTILLERY 
TRACTORS. BRITISH REPRESENTED BY LANDROVERS, BEDFORD 
TRUCKS, SALADIN AND FERRET ARMORED CARS. INTERESTING 
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MOUNTED ON FERRET SCOUT CARS. 

2. MARCHING UNITS OF REGULAR FORCES WOULD PROBABLY 
HAVE DRAWN REBUKE FROM DRILL INSTRUCTOR IN ANY SELF- 
RESPECTING BASIC TRAINING COMPANY. DRILLING PERFORMANCE 
OF POPULAR RESISTANCE FORCES WOULD REDUCE DRILL 
INSTRUCTOR TO EITHER TEARS OR INCAPACITATING LAUGHTER. 

PARADE WAS NOT WITHOUT CASUALTIES. EMBOFF OBSERVED 
FOUR PERSONS EVACUATED BY AMBULANCE AFTER T-54 TANK 
COMMANDER TURNED AND LOWERED HIS TANK'S MAIN ARMAMENT 
IN A SALUTE TO THE REVIEWING STAND. THE TANKER LOCKED 
HIS EYES ON THE REVIEWING OFFICERS AND WAS COMPLETELY 
OBLIVIOUS TO THE CORN-PICKER EFFECT OF HIS GUN AS IT 
SWEPT THROUGH THE HEADS OF THE CROWD AT THE SIDE OF THE 
ROAD. ALSO UNDERSTAND FROM FRENCH EMBASSY THAT AT LEAST 
ONE LIBYAN PARACHUTIST WAS INJURED IN JUMP INTO THE SEA BEFORE 
THE REVIEWING STAND. EMBOFF, AT THE REVIEWING STAND, WAS 
SURPRISED THAT JUMPS WERE MADE INTO THE STIFF SURFACE 
WINDS. CHIEF OF THE MIRAGE MISSION TELLS US THAT DURING 
THE JUMPING AND FLY-BY OPERATIONS THERE WERE GUSTS OF UP 
TO 35 KTS. MOST DELIGHTFUL MOMENT OF THE PARADE WAS 
LIBYAN ARMY BAND’S ENTHUSIASTIC RENDITION OF "STARS 
AND STRIPES FOREVER" WHILE LIBYA'S ELITE PARACHUTISTS 
DOUBLED-TIMED. 

JOSIF 
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